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The Back to School Book Club is Growing
By Marie-Claire McDonough

The book clubs increased from 2 to 11 locations. School
directors are raving about the amazing progress that our
“Back to School children” are making in reading and writing and give credit to the book club. More school directors
are asking to have book clubs in their schools.
The book club does require a lot of follow up. Each child
is tested on the book he or she reads and earns points
toward a toy, a book, or some food for their family, or
they can save toward the grand prize, a bicycle. This will
help them to carry their younger siblings to school. (Many
of them have been saving for the bike!)
Nen, our coordinator (pictured with Marie-Claire) who
works with the schools and families, has helped us to
select the poorest of the poor and work closely with their
families to keep the kids in school. What was thought to
be impossible and unimaginable became accessible to
poor families. They are now thrilled to see their children
coming back from school and showing them how they can
write their name, count, and read aloud beautiful stories,
which include the precious Word of God.
You are bringing hope, education, and the Word of God
to these children and their families, and without you this
never could have happened.

“Life on the Ship of Life”
Top, left to right: Volunteer Dr. Sandy Hazelip meets
with a patient. Project Director Dr. Rick Northen
consoles a nervous child. A crew member raises the
anchor as PIP Director Bill McDonough looks on.

Left center: “Look, It’s the Clinic Ship”
Bottom left: The crew prepares medications
Bottom right. The crew wants to help this little fellow.
In the Bow: Two young bible school interns

A Message from the Director

Nen, the Book Club coordinator, who works with the
school families to keep the kids in school, is pictured
here with Marie-Claire McDonough.

Here in Cambodia, 70 large
garment factories are closing,
and thousands are losing their
jobs. Forty-six aid organizations (NGOs) have closed their
operations, and many others
are cutting back. The largest
charity hospital in the country
William E. “Bill” McDonough announced they had stopped

doing surgery because their
funds had dried up.
More than ever before, we
need you to partner with us to
continue feeding 1200 malnourished children every day, treat
120 patients daily on the Ship of
Life, offer English Bible studies
to scores of university students,

send 400 children back to school,
and share the love of God with
this nation of 14 million people.
To all who have helped in
the past, the forgotten people
of Cambodia are grateful. To
those of you who are able to
partner with us now, we need
your help.

International Director

Visit our web site www.partnersinprogress.org for regular updates.
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Myanmar Cyclone
Relief Continues
a Year Later

Thanks to the generous gift from
Healing Hands International, the
Ship of Life now has an ultrasound
machine, and our Dr. Samantha is
training to make effective use of the
new equipment. HHI provided half of
$20,000 price tag, and you provided
the balance.
This equipment will enable us to
better diagnose serious problems that
we can then either treat or refer to
one of several charity referral hospiDr. Samantha and Bill McDonough get acquainted with the new
tals in Phnom Penh. In the last month
ultrasound machine with the help of a company technician.
we have been able to refer children
to the National Pediatric Hospital, Konto Bopha, a Swiss and help people get care they otherwise are unaware of or
children’s hospital, King Sihanouke Hope Hospital, and the cannot access themselves.
Chaine de l’espoir French pediatric heart hospital for treatWe often must pay their bus transportation and give them
ment that we cannot offer on the ship. This makes it possible money to eat on while they are in the city because they are
for us to identify serious problems way out in the provinces the very poorest of the poor.

Nine villages are still able to exist because of your ongoing
assistance. Because they are unable to grow crops on the
saltwater-soaked land, we are continuing to help them with
rice and have responded to their plea for thatch to cover
their bamboo houses.
Encouraging them to become more independent, we
responded to their request for ﬁshing boats and nets and
delivered 50 20-foot prams to some of the neediest, which
will allow them to ﬁsh for their food and sell the excess.
Churches are being planted in this area as a result, and
seminars are planned for September and April to better
equip the leaders. Your partnership made all this possible.

Villagers unload newly delivered thatch, which is
still used as rooﬁng in this part of the world.

A Joyous Return to Phnom Penh
Minea has been a Christian for almost ﬁve years and has been a
wonderful example to her entire family. She has raised her two younger
sisters, working at two and three jobs to support and send them to school
while returning to high school herself to get her diploma so she could go
to college. She has worked for years to inﬂuence and teach her sisters
and when we returned to Phnom Penh, she called me to say that one
of them wanted me to baptize her into Christ. On that same day three
other English Bible students obeyed the gospel as well.

Solid boats are essential for ﬁshing and commerce.
PIP supports the continual process of boat building
and repair.

New nets are essential to a ﬁshing economy,
rendered more important recently because of
reduced agricultural production.

School children at the well waiting for
fresh water to be drawn for them to drink.

Water from the Well
By Troy and Tabitha Snowbarger

Bill McDonough baptizing on his return to Phnom Penh.

The well at Dombol Mien Lek primary school
has been in operation for almost a year, and
we are excited that this school and community
ﬁnally have a source of fresh, clean water.
Many of the children who attend this school
are in the Back to School program. We had
much help with design of the well and with
community well-maintenance training by a
local Cambodian organization that works in
water and sanitation. You made it happen,
and without you, these people would still be
drinking from a ﬁlthy ﬁsh pond.

Partners in Progress will deliver these new boats
to the villages.

Villagers stack and prepare to distribute the huge
bags of rice that were delivered.
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